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REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS

Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Land Transport and Shipping

4th Floor, New Government Centre

PORT-LOUIS

NOTICE TO MARINERS Ref: INS 2 of 2001

Title: GUIDELINES ON THE INSTALLATION OF EPIRBs ON BOARD FISHING VESSELS. 
Notice to Owners, Managers, Skippers of Mauritian Fishing Vessels

In accordance with regulation 12 of the 4th schedule of the Merchant Shipping (Safety of Fishing Vessels) Regulations 2000 every Fishing vessels shall carry

 an Emergency Positioning Indicating Radio Beacon. (EPIRB).

This notice gives guidelines on the fitting ,care and maintenance EPIRBs on board   Fishing Vessels.

Every EPIRB should be registered with the Mauritius Telecommunications 

Authority and be provided with an Identification Number.

Every EPIRB shall be mounted on a float-free arrangement whose operation will

activate the EPIRB.

Every EPIRB and it’s float free arrangement shall be located in such a position 

that it is protected from possible damage and can easily be removed from its 

mounting and placed in any survival craft.

EPIRB’s batteries shall be renewed whenever necessary and at least before the 

expired date  shown on the batteries.

EPIRB’s should NOT be painted.

EPIRB’s should be regularly inspected to ensure there is no build up of salt,

funnel deposits that may inhibit either the release mechanism or the operation of 

the beacon once it is waterborne.

The EPIRB should be fitted and maintained as per manufacturer’s instructions.

The Hydrostatic Release Unit fitted to the EPIRB should be replaced or serviced 

at the required date.

The frequency of operation should be 406 MHz.

Some EPIRB models may be fitted with a switch that could turn the beacon 

off, this should be checked to ensure that the switch is in the “active” position  

so that the beacon will operate automatically when it floats free.
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