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REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS

Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Land Transport and Shipping

4th Floor, New Government Centre

PORT-LOUIS

NOTICE TO MARINERS Ref: INS 3 of 2001
Title: STOWAGE AND SECURING OF LIFERAFTS ON BOARD FISHING VESSELS

Notice to Owners, Managers ,Skippers and Crew Fishing Vessels

This notice gives guidance on suitable stowage positions and securing of liferafts on board fishing vessels.

Each liferaft shall be stowed so that it can be released from one position on 

the vessels or alternatively, that all the liferafts on one side of the vessel can be     

released from one position on the respective side.

Each liferaft shall be stowed in an area that is free from overhead obstructions,and

as far away from bulkheads,railings and other vertical structures as is reasonable

and practical except where dedicated stands or ramps are provided on the sides

of vessels..

Liferafts shall be stowed,as far as practical, in a secure and sheltered position which

would give the maximum protection from fire,weather,smoke,oil,heat,funnel deposits

and sparks and  flooding .

Every liferaft shall be stowed with its painter permanently attached to the vessel and  with a float free arrangement (Hydrostatic Release Unit) so that the liferaft floats

free and inflates automatically if the vessel sinks.

Every liferaft shall also be stowed that it can be manually released from its securing 

arrangements. 

Securing of liferafts on board should be as per Manufacturer’s Instructions.On no account should ADDITIONAL LASHINGS such as wires with padlocks,

bottlescrews or bulldog grips be fitted to liferafts.

In case additional lashings are fitted in port  to protect the liferaft (s) against

robbery, these should be removed prior leaving port. 
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