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REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS

Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Land Transport and Shipping

4th Floor, New Government Centre

PORT-LOUIS

NOTICE TO MARINERS Ref: 3 INS 2002 (Amended)
Title: Carriage of Emergency Escape Breathing Devices.

Notice to Owners, Managers, Masters of Mauritian cargo and Passenger Vessels,

 All International Association of Classification Society’s (IACS) Members.

This Notice to Mariners is to clarify the Mauritian Shipping Administration’s interpretation of the SOLAS requirements regarding Emergency Escape Breathing Devices (EEBD).

In order to comply with the requirements of SOLAS II-2 as amended, and the International Code for Fire Safety Systems regarding EEBD, Mauritian flag ships should be guided by the following provisions.

Carriage Requirements.

1. In accommodation spaces, the carriage requirements should be as follows:

1. Cargo ships: At least two (2) sets.

2. Ships with split house: At least two (2) sets per house.

3. Passenger ships: At least two (2) sets in each vertical zone.

4. Passenger ships carrying more than 36 passengers: In addition to the number specified in 1.3 above, not less than two (2) sets in each main vertical zone.

2. The number of EEBD in the machinery spaces should be as follows:

1. Two (2) sets should be located in the control room.

2. One (1) set by each escape ladder.

3. Vessels without control room should have at least two (2) sets.

4. Notwithstanding the requirements specified in 2.1, 2.2 and 2.3 above, a minimum of four (4) sets will be required to be placed in the engine room.

       3.  The locations of the EEBD should be clearly marked and should be easily accessible.

Additional EEBD.

The vessel’s Classification Society may require additional EEBD to be placed in the machinery spaces if it is considered necessary due to the vessel’s layout, the activities typically carried out in the machinery spaces or the number of persons normally working in the machinery spaces. The Classification Society should notify the Administration of the reasons for this additional requirement.

Spares.

At least one (1) spare EEBD set should be provided on board ships with ten (10) or less EEBDs. Ships with eleven (11) to twenty (20) EEBD on board should carry at least two (2) spare devices. Ships with more than twenty (20) EEBDs on board should carry spare equal to at least 10% of the total EEBD but not more than four (4) spares will be required.

A. Training Devices.

At least one (1) set of EEBD will be required for the purpose of crew training. The training devices should be stowed separate from the spare EEBD and properly marked “Training EEBD Set”.

Maintenance.

Servicing and maintenance of EEBD should be in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

F. Fire Control Plans.

The fire control plan should be revised to indicate locations and number of EEBD onboard.

G. Riding Squad.

It is recommended that riding squad, whose function and activities will require them to be working in the machinery space, be provided with individual EEBD during their stay on the vessel.

Director of Shipping

Port-Louis

26th November 2002
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